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Diet of the Barn Owl ( 7yro alba) in eastern Peloponnese
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small mammals and regurgitate the indigestible parts of them, as well as S R
ts. The study of pellets provides a relatively easy way to study the micro- | Foe i v i
the Barn Owl ( 7yto alba) are particularly useful in this regard, as this spe- T A :
of small mammals and their bones in its pellets are quite well preserved,
asy analysis.

s studied in was studied in Moustos wetland near Astros Arkadias in East-
and Moustos Wetland Protected Area). The broader Moustos Wetland,
as been also designated as “Strict Nature Reserve” by the Greek Law,
killing is strictly prohibited. The area is characterized mainly by the wet-
farmland and garrigue. Pellets were collected in two caves in a limestone = = _
and, where the owls nested and roosted (see Map). The pellets were ana- | ==
le guides. Identification relied mainly on characters of the skulls and teeth . ) e
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Figure 3: Percentages of mammalian taxa recorded per year

recorded (Table 1). By number mammals made up almost 27%, and birds and insects 1,5% each of *\;}
yiomass the percentages were 98, 2 and < 1, respectively (Fig. 1). Ten mammalian species were identi- \ -
ies accumulatively for the four years were, by number, Mus macedonicus (47%), Apodemus sylvaticus 4 b
0%) and Suncus etruscus (5%). In terms of biomass, the main prey was Mus macedonicus (41%), "
ttus rattus (10%), Crocidura suaveolens (4%) and Apodemus epimelas (4%). In total, 10 mammalian
ortions of the main prey genera (Mus, Apodemus, Crocidura, Suncus and Rattus) were significantly dif-

v*=198,687 p<0,001); in particular the variation of Apodemus was great in 2015 while the varia-
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(Fig. 3). The composition of the Barn Owl diet in the study area is considered typical of a Mediterra- | N " y%g_%ﬁ

E - programme for development

5 in the land uses of the broader area of Moustos wetland have been recorded the last 5 years, largely
a as “Strict Nature Reserve” by the Greek Law. Consequently, fluctuations in the populations of small
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